By Timothy Benefield, Sr.
Patterson Irrigator

There is major prog-
ress underway in the
availability and quality
of health care for the res-
idents of the Patterson
area. The Del Puerto
Health Care District
(which encompasses all
of Patterson, Westley,
Grayson, and Crows
Landing) has recently
announced the expected
development of a health
care campus in the cen-
ter of town. The location
of this new campus is
projected to be on the
empty property that
is bordered by South
9th Street on the east,
Sperry Avenue on the
south, and Las Palmas
on the north. In recent
months, the CEQ of the
Del Puerto Health Care
Distriet (DPHCD) and
its Board of Directors
have led the district to
begin the process of
purchasing and devel-
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Patterson District Ambulance hopes to build a new ambulance center on the empty property that is bordered by South 9th Street.
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The proposed site of the new DPHCD healthcare campus.

oping approximate-
ly 39 acres of land in
the heart of Patterson.
This project received a
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significant boost with
the announcement of
a $27 million grant to
the DPHCD for the con-

struction of a 14,000
square foot Community
Mental Health Clinic.
The grant was award-
ed through California’s

Proposition 1 Behavioral

Health Continuum
Infrastructure Program
(BHCIP) Round I

Launch Ready. The
CEO of the Del Puerto
Health Care District,
Karin Freese, said, “The
purpose of the grant is
to build the infrastruc-
ture of behavioral health
throughout the state of
California” Freese also
mentioned that DPHCD
was the sole grant recipi-
ent in Stanislaus County
in this round.

The 14,000-square-
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foot ambulatory elinic
will significantly expand
access to behavioral
health services in the
region, adding 16 pro-
vider-dedicated therapy
rooms and specialized
spaces for group therapy,
family counseling, early
intervention for youth,
and support for individ-
uals in erisis. Services
will include individual
therapy, group therapy,
family counseling, cre-
ative therapies, medica-
tion management, and
telehealth, all delivered
in a welcoming, trau-
ma-informed environ-
ment designed to serve
a diverse population.
The facility will be built
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on 1% - 2 acres of land
within the campus to
provide landscaping and
a peaceful environment
that is separated from
the bustle of city life.
The mental health
clinic is one of the first
planned facilities in
the phased develop-
ment of DPHCD’s new
health care campus.
A 15,400 square foot
ambulance center had
also been previously
designed. The plan is
for the same contractor
to build both facilities
at the same time with
groundbreaking expect-
ed in the spring of 2026.

GRANT conmvuep on Pace 19

CaLL FOR

Patterson youth
crowned

champion
[E—

2025 GEORGIA/A

MEN'S STAT

PAGE 11

22 \. DeL Puerto AVE |,
Parterson, 95363 |
209.545.9232 |




THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2025

oy
R,

#

ﬁﬂﬂNT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Construction of the
mental health clinic and
the adjacent ambulance
center is projected for
completion in 2028.
Additional primary and
specialty care buildings,
memory care, assisted
living, and eventually, a
hospital or urgent care
center are all part of
the vision over the next
10-15 years.

The plans for the

vocal advocates for
additional health care
on the West Side. Both
have been working dili-
gently behind the scenes
to prepare the way for
opportunities such
as the new behavioral
health clinic. “This grant
represents a transfor-
mative investment in the
well-being of Patterson,”
said Patterson Mayor
Michael Clauzel.
“Expanding access to
behavioral health ser-
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purpose was
to get the money down
into local communities.
Freese said that DPHCD
Board Member Luis
Avila saw the opportu-
nity in the newly passed
Prop 1 and brought it
before the board. He pro-
posed working a mental
health facility into the
developing campus proj-
ect. With the board’s
unanimous approval,
the grant request was
written and, ultimate-
ly, the $27 million state
grant was awarded.
Local leaders were
quick to see the possi-
bilities and express sup-
port for the new DPHCD
campus. Patterson
Mayor Michael Clauzel
and Stanislaus County
Supervisor Channce
Condit have both been

brings that
care closer to home.”

In addition to pro-
viding a new facility
on the West Side, the
clinic will also include
a robust workforce
development compo-
nent in partnership with
CSU Stanislaus and
UC Merced, offering
internships and training
opportunities for stu-
dents and early-career
mental health profes-
sionals.

“This project is more
than a new clinic - it's
an investment in the
next generation of men-
tal health professionals,”
said Stanislaus County
Supervisor Channce
Condit, who represents
Patterson. “By estab-
lishing  partnerships
with our local universi-

ties, Del Puerto Health
Care District’s new clin-
ic is helping to build a
sustainable pipeline of
skilled providers who
will serve our region
for decades. This grant
ensures that the Central
Valley not only expands
access to care, but also
grows the local work-
force needed to deliver
it.”

“This grant affirms
the bold vision Del
Puerto Health Care
District has for the
future of health care in
Patterson,” said Becky
Campo, President of the
Del Puerto Health Care
District Board. “We
heard directly from our
community about the
urgent need for more
services close to home
and we took action. This
mental health clinic is
just the beginning. It's
a critical first step in
building a comprehen-
sive health care campus
that will serve Patterson
now and into our grow-
ing future.”

In a regular board
meeting on Monday,
May 19, the DPHCD
board voted to award
the contract to HDR
Architecture, Inc., for
master planning ser-
vices for the healthcare
and mixed-use campus.
In the months ahead, the
master plan of the cam-
pus will be designed, and
the process will begin to
hire a contractor. The
overall architectural
design of the facilities on
the campus is expected
to pay tribute to the his-
tory of Patterson while
also making it a health
care facility that can be
timeless for many years.

Del Puerto Health Gare District Board

Approves Development Fees

By Timothy Benefield, Sr.
Patterson Irrigator

On Monday, May 19,
the Del Puerto Health
Care District held its
monthly board meeting.
There were three major
items on the agenda. The
board voted to award
the contract service for
master planning ser-
vices of the new health
care campus to HDR
Architecture, Inc. The
other two items on the
agenda were also con-
nected to the new cam-
pus, but they involved
funding of the project.
The district has recently

been awarded a $27 mil-
lion dollar grant, but this
money will focus com-
pletely on a Community
Mental Health Clinic.
This is only one facili-
ty out of multiple facil-
ities that are projected
to be on the property
bordered by South 9th
Street, Sperry Avenue,
and Las Palmas. With
these other facilities
in mind, DPHCD had
commissioned a Nexus
study to pursue addi-
tional funding through
developer fees on new
construction.

The first action
requested of the board

by the CEO of the
health care district,
Karin Freese, was the
adoption of the Nexus
study as the technical
and legal foundation for
potential future devel-
opment impact fees to
be implemented by the
City of Patterson and
Stanislaus County on
behalf DPHCD. While
this requested action
did not establish any
fees, it would show the
direction that the dis-
trict planned to move as
it seeks funding for the
new health care cam-
pus. CEO Freese estab-
lished some background

%

for the study by citing
statistics and projec-
tions about the project-
ed growth of Patterson.
She referenced expec-
tations for the city of
Patterson to double in
population in the com-
ing years. Freese also
spoke of the need for
infrastructure to be put
in place to meet the
increasing health care
needs of the residents of
the district.

A representative of
Economics & Planning
Systems, Inc., then pre-
sented the Nexus Study
to the board for consid-
eration. A newly created
California Government
Code Section 66016.5
under Assembly Bill
602 stipulates that, with
some exceptions, a juris-
diction must ecalculate
residential development
impact fees propor-
tionately to the square
footage of the dwelling
units. The last time that
an impact fee study was
done for the district was
in 2003. At that time,
the impact fee on the
average sized home
was $2,616. CEO Karin
Freese said that even
then, deals were nego-
tiated which kept most
of those impact fees at
$800 - $1,200 per new
home. The current study
seeks to bring these
impact fees current and
recommends the maxi-
mum impact fee to be
$4.82 per square foot on
each newly constructed
home. This would place
an impact fee of $9,286

on the average home of
2,000 square feet. It is
acknowledged by all par-
ties to be a stiff jump in
fees, but it is due largely
to the amount of time
between Nexus studies.

Local developer Joe
Hollowell addressed the
board during the pub-
lic comment period. He
and other developers
are concerned about the
increase in impact fees
and how they will affect
future development of
housing and commer-
cial business parks.
Hollowell expressed his
doubts that the board
was best suited to devel-
op the health care cam-
pus being proposed. He
expressed his desire for
the city to grow and for
new health care to be
provided, but he won-
dered if this can be
done in a better way. He
offered a general idea of
seeking to attract doc-
tor’s groups to invest in
and develop the land.
Hollowell feels that the
projected growth num-
bers for the city are
inaccurate. Hollowell
said, “We are not going
to build that many hous-
es that fast.” He men-
tioned business parks
that have been approved
in previous years but are
still struggling to attract
businesses.

As the hearing con-
cluded, CEO Freese
responded to Hollowell
by saying, “There is still
room for negotiations
and discussions.” She
noted that the average
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fee of $9,286 per home
is the maximum amount
allowed and would not
hecessarily be the final
amount of the impact
fees. Freese also said
that the fees will only
cover 56% of the cost
of capital improvements
and the district will still
need seek additional
funding through other
avenues.

The second action
requested of the board
was the adoption of
impact fees for new res-
idential and nonresiden-
tial development within
the DPHCD service area
based on the adopted
2025 Nexus Study.

Ultimately, the board
did approve the pro-
posed development
impact fees that will
help fund the construc-
tion of a new healthcare
campus in Patterson.
DPHCD Board President
Becky Campo said, “As
our city grows, so must
the infrastructure that
keeps our community
healthy and thriving.
This vote is a critical
step toward ensuring
our healthcare system
can meet future needs.
By approving these
development impact
fees, we're making sure
new growth helps fund
the essential health
care campus it will rely
on, without placing the
burden on current res-
idents. This is a win for
public health and for the
future of Patterson.”
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Stanislaus Animal Services Agency
3647 Cornucopia Way, Modesto CA 95358
www.stanislausanimalservices.com

BOY IS READY TO FIND
HIS FOREVER FAMILY!

Boy (A560124) is built like a bowling ball
and just as unstoppable! Boy is sweet,
strong, and full of love, He adores belly
rubs, toys, and showing off his “sit” and
“down.” This goofy guy plays rough and

rowdy, so dog friends who match his
energy are a plus! Neutered and ready to
roll, Boy just needs a family who'll love
his big personality and help him polish
his manners. Come meet your new best
friend! He'll be waiting in Kennel 421!

SASA Adoption Center Information:
Open Monday through Saturday
Stanislaus Animal Services Agency
3647 Cornucopia Way, Modesto CA
All pets are vaccinated, microchipped,
and altered. Adoption Fees and License
Fees apply. Please bring a valid ID.
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